
classes of railroad business, and more miles of side 
track than any other city in the world; she has more 
acres of public parks connected by more miles of 
boulevards than any other city in the world; she has a 
larger inland shipping trade than any other city in 
the world and larger than any other three cities in the 
United States. [Applause.] 

.. Chi'!ago is inhabited by a people whose hearts and 
hands are always open to any great enterprise that 
serves to develop and build up this country and for the 
benefit of mankind. Her people have obliterated from 
their vocabulary the word "fail." They do not under
stand its meaning. The world-wide reputation of her 
citizens for ability, energy, and push will assure every 
one that if the fair is located there, it will be a brilliant 
success and a celebration in every way fitt.ing as the 
world's tribute to the noble mariner who discovered 
our hemisphere." 

.. .. � . 

LEPROSY. 

A number of events ha\'e recently occurred which in
dicate that scientists and philanthropists at the centers 
of civilization al'e waking up to the necessity of steps 
being taken for the acquirement of fuller and more cor
rect knowledge of the disease of leprosy, to the end 
t.hat its victims may be relieved and the further spread 
of the disease be checked. 

On January 13 last a dinner was given in London 
as a means for promoting the interests of the National 
Leprosy Fund, which has recently been started in re
sponse to a very strong feeling that something should 
be done to check the Epread of leprosy in the British 
possessions, not only from motives purely humane, but 
also because the continued increase of the disease is in 
danger of becoming a national peril. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury said in his speech at 
this dinner that in the old churches in England could 
still be seen the lepers' side window in the chancel, 
where in former times the lepers stood to hear the ser
vices and to receive alms without coming in contact 
with those unaffected by the plague. Now, however, 
the disease is seldom met with in England, but it is 
more widely diffused through the earth than most peo
ple imagine. It prevails, in fact, over more than one
half the habitable globe. It is known from the tropics 
to the Arctic regions, embracing almost every variety 
of soil and climate and the various races of men. Mari
time populations are the most generally affected, but 
the disease is by no means confined to them. It pre
vails in marshy as well as mountainous regions, in the 
lowlands of Louisiana as well as in the elevated table 
lands of Mexico. It would be extremely difficult to 
make a reliable estimate of the number of lepers in the 
world. The Prince of Wales, who has of late given a 
great deal of time and thought to the subject of lep
rosy, and who presided at the recent leprosy fund din
ner, said that the wide prevalence of the disease in the 
Indian empire is an undoubted fact, but that the true 
extent of it is not really known. The census of 1881 he 
said gave 131,618 as the number of lepers in all India, 
53,886 being credited to the Bengal presidency alone. 
It is thought that there are now 200,000.lepers in India, 
while in China, Japan, Africa, and Egypt, which is sup
posed to have been the starting place of the disease, 
there are many victims. In Norwayand Sweden there 
are many cases, though the methods adopted by the 
government for treating persons afflicted with the 
disease have resulted in checking its progress. It is 
said that the development of leprosy throughout a 
great portion of Europe early in our present era may 
be traced along the routes of the Roman armies, and 
its general diffusion throughout Christendom in the 
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries was ma
terially influenced by the return of the Crusaders. 
Leprosy was first introduced into Central and South 
America by Portuguese trader!'!, in Mexico probably by 
the Spanish, and into Canada by the French imigres. 

As regards the United States, it is said to have been 
carried to Louisiana by the Acadians, and it still exist8 
there. In the winter of 1888 there were 42 cases re
ported in New Orleans, and there are two leper settle
ments in the State, one at La Fourche and the other 
at St. Martinsville. The disease was planted in Iowa, 
Illinois, Wisconsin; and Minnesota by the Scandina
vian colonists, and this section was visited in 1888 by 
the distinguished Norwegian physician, G. Armaner 
Hansen, who for many years was associated with Dr. 
Danielson in the government hospitals for lepers in 
Bergen, � orway. He gave considerable attention to 
the disease as it  came under his observation. In Min
nesota, Wisconsin, and Dakota, Dr. Hansen found that 
160 lepers had come there from Norway, of whom thir 
teen were living, and of all their descendants not one 
had the taint of leprosy. Along the Pacific in Cali
fornia and Oregon the disease was planted by the 
Chinese, and on the Southern Atlantic coast it was 

brought from the West Indies. In Salt Lake City the 
plague was imported by a colony of Kanaka women 
brought by the Mormons from the Sandwich Islands. 
There is a lazaretto for lepers at the village of Traca
die. province of New Brunswick, in which general 10-

cality t.he disease has existed many years. Recently 
the Ca.nadian government has decided to retain the 
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services of Dr. A. C. Smith, an expert in leprosy, who, 
since the discovery last year of three cases on Cape 
Breton Island, has been making a thorough investiga
tion into the ramifications of the disease. 

The lepers forming the settlement at Molokai, in the 
Sandwich Islands, number upward of eleven huudred, 
and here it is said all phaees of the disease can best 
be observed. The locality has recently become famous 
as the scene of Father Damien's self-sacrificing labors 
and heroic death. Public attention has again been di
rected to this singular community by the arrival in 
this country on January 30 of Miss Amy C. Fowler, 
the daughter of a clergyman of the Church of Eng
laud, who has embraced the Catholic faith, and is now 
known as Sister Rose Gertrude. She is en route for 
Molokai, where she will devote her life to the lepers, 
taking up and carrying on the work of Fat,her Da
mien. 

It will be seen from the facts here presented that 
while the disease of leprosy is scattered over a wide 
extent of territory, it numbers many victims. It is 
known to be increasing in Cape Colony, and it is said 
to be spreading in South Africa and the West Indies; 
but notwithstanding the fact that the disease is of 
very ancient origin, and has come under the eye of 
physicians for ages, comparatively little is actually 
known about it or the best methods of treatment. On 
this point Dr. Prince Morrow said, in an address before 
the New York Academy of Medicine, in June last, that 
" it is the reproach of medical scien:le that a disease 
which has been characterized as the most ancient 
and the most exclusively human of all diseases should, 
after centuries of observation, be so imperfectly un
derstood." This points unmistakably to the fact that 
a wide field is open to the scientists as well as the phi
lanthropists of the world for the investigation and re
lief or cure of leprosy. 

The National Leprosy Fund, of which upward of 
£7,000 has been subscribed, will be used in part for the 
endowment of two scholarships, the holder of one of 
which will make it his business to study the disease in 
the United Kingdom aud Europe, while the holder of 
the other is  t o  g o  abroad and study leprosy in India, 
China, and the British colonies. As a proof that there 
is a good prospect of achieving substantial results from 
efforts in the direction indicated, it is only necessary 
to quote the opinion recently expressed by so eminent 
an authority as Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, president 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, London, who said 
that only earnest and steadfast devotion and attention 
to the disease is needed in order to discover the causes 
of leprosy and the means of putting an end to it. The 
discovery of the remedy might not immediately follow 
that of the cause, but it would follow with sure and 
certain steps, and he believed that it would not be 
very far distant. He said that he would be far from 
doing anything which would reflect on the diligence 
and zeal of his profession, but he would say that its 
members were all the better for a good vigorous push 
from behind occasionally, and if the public should 
take this question up and feel an interest in it, an in
creased interest would be taken in it by the medical 
profession. 

As a further outcome of the awakened interest in re
gard to the disease of leprosy, a meeting occurred in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., February 13, when papers were read 
on the subject, and a meeting took place of the recent
ly formed American Leprosy S·ociety. Miss Amy Fow
ler was present, and it was announced that she would 
sail from San Francisco for the leper settlement at 
Molokai on February 28. 

.. �. I" 

POSITION OF THE PLANETS FOR MARCH. 

SATURN 
is evening star, and holds the first place among the 
planetary brotherhood during the month, on account 
of his brilliancy and the ease with which he may be 
observed. The chief feature of iuterest is his change 
of position in regard to RegUlUS. He approaches the 
bright star until the 28th, when planet and star are in 
conjunction, or in the same right ascension. Saturn 
then passes west of Regulus and recedes from it, his 
position at conjunction being about a degree and a 
half north of the star. 

Saturn sets on the 1st at 6 h. 13 m. A. M. On the 
31st, he sets at 4 h. 9 m. A. M. His diameter on the 1st 
is 18'.S, and he is in the constellation Leo. 

MARS 

is morning star, and like Saturn moves in the vicinity 
of a large star, although the conditions are different. 
Mars is in conjunction with Beta Scorpii on the 4th at 
11 h. P. M., being at that time only S' north of the star. 
Planet and star are below the horizon when the con-
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the southeastern sky will find the regal planet beauti
ful to behold in his role of morning star. He rises 
about an hour and a half before the sun on the first of 
the month, and about two hours and a half before the 
sun at its close. 

Jupiter rifles on the 1st at 4 h. 46 m. A. M. On the 
31st, he rises at 3 h. 5 m. A. M. His diameter on the 
1st is 32".0, and he is in the constellation Capricorn us. 

VENUS 

is evening star, and is still too close to the sun to be 
easily seen. The season of her visibility is approach
ing, and sharpsi!!,hted observers may obtain a glimp!'!e 
of her at the close of the month, when she sets nearly 
an hour after the sun. She must be looked for 30 north 
of the sunset point. 

Venus sets on the 1st at 5 h. 54 m. P. M. On the 31st, 
she sets at 7 h. 6 m. P. M. Her diameter on the 1st is 
10'.0, and she is in the constellation Aquarius . 

MERCURY 

is morning star. He is traveling from western elonga
tion to superior conjunction and is too near the sun to 
be visible. 

Mercury rises on the 1st at 5 h. 31 m. A. M. On the 
31st, he rises at 5 h. 34 m. A. M. His diameter on the 
1st is 6'.4, and he is in the constellation Capricornus. 

URANUS 

is morning star and is in good position for observation 
with the unaided eye. He may be found about 50 
northeast of Spica. 

Uranus rises on the 1st at 9 h. 28 m. P. M. On the 
31st, he rises at '7 h. 25 m. P. M. His diameter on the 
1st is 3'.8, and he is in the constellation Virgo. 

NEPTUNE 

is evening star. He sets on the 1st at 0 h. 30 In. A. M. 
On the 31st, he sets at 10 h. 35 Ill. P. M. His diameter 
on the 1st is 2' .6, and he is in the constellation Taurus. 

Mercury, Jupiter, Mars, and Uranus are morning 
stars at the close of the month; Venus, Saturn, and 
Neptune are evening stars. 

Glass Colors. 

In the Diamant, of Leipzig, an account is given of R. 
Zsigmondy's experiments in coloring glass with metallic 
sulphides, such as molybdenitA, and sulphurets of anti
mony, copper, bismuth, and nickel. Tests made with 
batches of 10-20 kg., and with a heat not too great, 
gave good results, as follows: 

Sand 65 dekagrammes, potash 15, soda 5, lime 9, 
molybdenite 3, sulphide of !:Iodium 2, gave a dark red
dish-brown ruby glass. In thinner layers this glass ap
peared light brownish-yellow. Flashed with opal, it 
became a smutty black-brown. 

Sand 50 dg., pot.ash 15, soda 5, lime 9, molybdenite 1, 
sulphuret of sodium 2, gave a yellow glass. 

Sand 10 parts, potash 3'3, soda 0'27, lime l·M. molyb
denite 0'03, gave a reddish-yellow glass with a fine tinge 
of red. 

Sand 100 parts, potash 26, soda 1'8, lime 12, sulphuret 
of copper 1'7, sulphide of sodium 2'3, gave a dark-brown 
color, varying from sepia to sienna. In thick layers it 
was no longer transparent, but stillclearand unclouded. 
When heated, this glass became smutty black-brown 
and clouded. 

A fine copper-red ruby was obtained from a batch of 
10 lb. sand, potash 3 I b., lime 1'2 lb., soda 0'25 Ib, sul
phuret of copper 7'5 kg., 8ulphide of sodium 10'5 kg., 
borax 9'5 kg. 

The attempts to color with sulphurets of antimony 
and bismuth failed. The sulphurets were volat.ilized, 
and the resulting glass was almost colorless. But the 
addition of 5 per cent of suI phuret of nickel to an ordi
nary batch gave a glass of fine amethyst violet color. 

••••• 

The Grippe and tile Doctors. 

Give us a rest, says the Medical Record. Now that 
the epidemic of influenza is over, we trust that the 
poor tired doctors will have a rest. It is really too bad 
to learn that "our doctor made one hundred and forty 
visits yesterday, 11 also, "our doctor is very busy, and 
has not slept for fourteen nights." Too busy by far. 
How do our patients find out all this? But seriously, 
if the grip had lasted much longer, it might have killed 
off all our best men. We hope this good man who 
owes himself fourteen nights' sleep will soon catch up, 
that the poor man who" has not had his clothes off 
for a week " has had a bath, and that the one hundred 
and forty daily patients of the other unfortunate over
worked man are still alive to appreciate his herculean 
labors. Take care, doctor! Either a pillar of salt or an 
obituary is in waiting. 

junction occurs, bllt Mars rises on the morning of the A Centenarian Banker. 
5th soon after midnight, and will then be east of Beta 'In Lansingburg, N. Y .• resides Ml's. Deborah Powers 
Scorpii and �ear it. The ruddy color of the planet and in her hundredth year, as smart as a cricket. Since the 
the yello

.
w tmt of the star are finely contrasted. death of her husband she has been the managing head 

Mars rIses on the 1st at 0 h. 19 m. A. M. On the 31st, of th P Bank 0 f th ld t . 
t b k' . . . . e owers , ne 0 e o  es prIva e an Ing 

he rIses at 11 h. 12 m. P. M. HIS dIameter on the 1st IS 
l' tl·t tl'O . 

thO t· Sh I tt d t h 
• . . " ns u ns In IS sec Ion. e a so a en s 0 ouse-

9 .4, and he IS m the constellatIOn ScorpIO. 

I 
hold affairs. An afghan, just completed by her busy 

JUPITER fingers, is on exhibition at a church fair. Mrs. Powers 
is m orning star. Observers who command a view of shows but few marks of her great age. 
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